
© INNOVATIVE RESEARCH THOUGHTS   | Refereed  |  Peer Reviewed  | Indexed 

ISSN : 2454 – 308X   |   Volume :  04 , Issue : 04 |  January – March  2018 

 

 237 

Impact of urbanization and Economic change on child development A review 

Savita Rani 

Abstract 

There are three relevant aspects of a setting: the space and contents of the space,  

as in the set of a play; the cast of characters who are present on the set; and the 

activities which occur on the set involving the cast of characters. Our findings 

indicate that the characteristics of the setting evoke and reinforce habits of social 

interaction which become the core of a child's behavioural profile. In sum, we 

would expect urban living to affect the behavior of children because it confines them to sets where it 

is impossible for them to participate in subsistence activities but brings them rather in contact with 

specialists who furnish the goods and services ordinarily acquired self-reliantly by each family in 

country settings. The urban sets with their associated activities decrease a child contact with altruistic 

and self-reliant models and reduce his opportunity to learn and to practice responsible and helpful 

behavior. They increase his egoistic behavior and covetousness.  
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Introduction 

The three relevant aspects of setting in turn and examine the components which have been found to 

affect behavior. The first two, space and activity, are closely related. The type of activities which 

occur in the areas frequented by a young child are determined by the nature of the space and these 

activities in turn afford practice in and reinforce certain types of behavior. If children live in a 

homestead surrounded by two or more acres of land, part of which is under cultivation or in pasture, 

they can observe or actively participate in gardening or animal husbandry. If, on the other hand, they 

live in the center of a periurban town on a small plot and the family gardens or pastures are removed 

from the dwellings, their mothers prefer to leave them at home and hence they may have less frequent 

chance as young children to observe or participate in subsistence activities. If they live in a housing 

project with only a few feet of packed clay in front and in back of their housing unit they will have no 

contact whatsoever with such activities until they return to or visit the country. 

The opportunity and requirement that a child participates in the subsistence economy prescribes 

certain types of behavior. The offering of help and support to others and responsible behavior as 

measured by the attempt of children to see that their brothers and sisters and friends obey the rules of 

the homestead and society. In societies where the only tasks that a parent could assign were 

housecleaning chores, the children showed proportionately less altruistic behavior. It is our hypothesis 

that the belief that one is an essential contributor to the economic welfare of the family as well as a 

participator in activities requiring their performance reinforces helpful and responsible behavior. 

It is conceivable that the same training may occur in urban families where the mother works and the 

older children are responsible for tending their young brothers and sisters as well as keeping house, 

cooking and even buying the food in the market. Since the societies who value and use children as 

helpers are those where the women have the heaviest work load, these working mothers in the city 

may instil the same values and train for the same behavior in their children. On the other hand they 

may find it more difficult to do so and their children may find it more difficult to live up to 

expectations because other children in the neighbourhood are not given so much responsibility since 

their mothers are at home. For example, an urban boy left in charge of an infant brother seemed to 

suffer more in his job and be more tempted by unoccupied neighbours than his counterpart in a 

country homestead. The latter was able to play around the homestead while the city boy was restricted 

to the house and small yard. Although the urban mothers who stay home may demand help, they are 

not really delegating responsibility since they are on hand to supervise and instruct. Our theory would 


